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Missionary Society in Kentucky, In 1887, Miss 
Nannie B. Gaines served as a missionary in 
Hiroshima, Japan, going on to become the 
first principal of the initial girls’ school in Hiro-
shima. She laid the foundation for the modern 
21st century educational institution of Hiro-
shima Jogakuin, which now encompasses kin-
dergarten, junior high, high school and univer-
sity students. John T. Tigert was named 
Bishop after obtaining his undergraduate de-
gree at Vanderbilt University, where he was 
part of the university’s inaugural graduating 
class. His brilliant leadership moved the 
church forward in numerous ways. His son, 
John J. Tigert, Jr., would continue his father’s 
legacy of leadership by becoming a Rhodes 
Scholar, College Football Hall of Fame in-
ductee and President of the University of Flor-
ida. To ensure the future growth of the church, 
Doug Wilson planted the idea of building a 
Christian Life Center that was completed in 
1996. This building offered after-school pro-
grams for children and helped to instill the val-
ues of the church in the next generation. 
Franklin First has seen numerous congregates 
go on to be ordained as Methodist ministers or 
serve as local pastors. This track record of 
success demonstrates their desire to spread 
the lessons they learned at Franklin First be-
yond just their membership. The lessons they 
learned from Miss Nannie B. Gaines are still 
seen in the church through their international 
missionary work. The church routinely leads 
trips to Haiti and Honduras, and in 2020 they 
sponsored 41 educational scholarships for 
children from the region. Franklin First also 
participates in numerous local missionary 
projects through Room in the Inn and Good 
Samaritan, while also organizing an annual 
Trunk or Treat event that provides a safe 
place for local community children. Throughout 
the past 200 years, this church has faithfully 
served Simpson County in numerous ways. I 
am proud to recognize Franklin First United 
Methodist Church for the incredible work they 
have done not only in their community and 
state, but throughout the entire world. 
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Mr. FLORES. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Lieutenant Commander 
Dennis Lee Hassman, Jr., of College Station, 
Texas, who passed away on 12 April 2020. 

Lieutenant Commander Hassman graduated 
from Texas A&M University in 1988 and sub-
sequently enlisted in the United States Navy. 

During his 20 years in the Navy, he served 
as a Remote Control Mission Commander and 
E–2C Airborne Mission Commander. Lee also 
served as a Naval Flight Officer and 
Antiterrorism/Force Protection Officer. In 2005, 
Lieutenant Commander Hassman received an 
MBA from the Naval Postgraduate School. 

In 2008, Lee retired from the Navy and re-
turned to Texas A&M University to serve as a 
member of the Office of the Commandant’s 
staff and as a cadet training officer for A&M’s 
internationally recognized Corps of Cadets. 

During this time, he worked closely with ca-
dets, providing guidance and direction to ca-
dets at the unit, major unit, and Corps levels. 

Madam Speaker, Dennis served his country 
proudly for many years, and his legacy will be 
forever woven into our American history. The 
passing of Lieutenant Commander Hassman 
will be deeply felt by all of those in the Texas 
A&M community and by his family and his 
friends. 

My wife, Gina, and I offer our deepest and 
heartfelt condolences to the Hassman family. 

I have requested the United States flag be 
flown over our Nation’s Capitol to honor the 
life, legacy, and service of Lieutenant Com-
mander Dennis Hassman. 

As I close today, I ask all Americans to con-
tinue praying for our country during these dif-
ficult times, for our veterans, for our military 
men and women who protect us, and for our 
first responders who keep us safe at home. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
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OF PENNSYLVANIA 
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Thursday, July 30, 2020 

Mr. RESHENTHALER. Madam Speaker, 
quarantining in accordance with the Attending 
Physician’s guidance after extensive inter-
actions with an individual who tested positive 
for COVID–19. Had I been present, I would 
have voted NAY on Roll Call No. 168; NAY on 
Roll Call No. 169; YEA on Roll Call No. 170; 
NAY on Roll Call No. 171; and NAY on Roll 
Call No. 172. 
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Mr. STANTON. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life and legacy of Mary M. Black, 
who passed away on March 21, 2020. A 
woman of courage and conviction, Mary re-
lentlessly fought for a better life for our state’s 
children and families. For 35 years, she 
served as chief executive of Black Family and 
Child Services of Arizona, an agency she 
founded after encountering systemic inequities 
in our state’s child welfare system. Because of 
Mary’s work, the needs and hopes of families 
of all backgrounds have been elevated and 
heard, and we are better for her presence 
among us. 

Mary was a fearless champion of children. 
Having grown up in rural Louisiana with loving 
parents who endowed her with a strong sense 
of self-esteem, Mary’s work was grounded in 
her firm belief that all children deserve a safe 
and supportive home. After graduating from 
Grambling State University, Mary became a 
social worker in Arizona’s child welfare sys-
tem, where she became acutely aware of the 
hardships faced in trying to place Black chil-
dren in foster care and adoptive families. She 
responded with leadership and faith, dedi-
cating herself not only to finding loving and 
caring homes for Black children, but also de-
veloping policies and programs that valued 
children of color and treated all families with 
dignity and respect. Mary’s vision resulted in 
the founding of Black Family and Child Serv-
ices of Arizona, which has become one of the 

state’s most respected nonprofit social serv-
ices agencies. Since its inception, the agency 
has kept families together, found foster and 
adoptive homes for children in need, and cre-
ated prosperity and opportunity for Arizonans 
of all races and backgrounds. Mary and her 
pioneering work have been recognized numer-
ous times for its innovation and focus on 
human dignity. 

Mary’s passion and leadership have inspired 
Arizonans to do justice, to love kindness and 
to keep fighting to ensure all children grow up 
in safe and supportive homes. We join her 
family in grief and gratitude, thankful that we 
bore witness to her work in Arizona and con-
fident that her legacy will be felt for genera-
tions. Godspeed, Mary. 
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IN HONOR OF BISHOP L.D. 
SKINNER, SR. 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 30, 2020 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, it 
is with a heavy heart and solemn remem-
brance that I rise today to pay homage to an 
outstanding man of God, dedicated servant, 
and dear friend of longstanding, Bishop L.D. 
Skinner, Sr. Bishop Skinner transitioned from 
labor to reward on Saturday, July 18, 2020, at 
the age of 69. His homegoing service will be 
held on Friday, July 31, 2020, at the River Mill 
Event Centre in Columbus, Georgia. He 
leaves behind a loving family, a dedicated 
church family, and an appreciative community 
for his extraordinary life of serving God and 
humankind. 

Bishop L.D. Skinner, Sr. was born in Eliza-
beth City, North Carolina, to the union of Rich-
ard, Sr. and Alethia Bembry Skinner. He al-
ways had a thirst for knowledge and improving 
himself. A highly educated man, Bishop Skin-
ner graduated from the North Carolina College 
of Theology with a Bachelor of Arts in Biblical 
Studies, A Master of Arts in Theology, and a 
Doctor of Theology Degree. He also earned a 
Doctor of Divinity Degree from Christ United 
Theological School. 

He was a man of God who was devoted to 
his calling. He was the Founder and Senior 
Pastor of the Bread of Life Christian Center 
and the Founder and Presiding Prelate of Ex-
plosion Ministries Fellowship of Interdenomina-
tional Ministers. A gifted teacher and mentor, 
Bishop Skinner guided many in their ministe-
rial calling. 

But Bishop Skinner also knew that involve-
ment in his community was an integral part of 
his calling as a Minister of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Accordingly, he was involved in 
many social and civic organizations that had 
as their purpose the uplift of humankind. He 
served as Vice President of the Columbus 
Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance, Vice 
President of the Columbus NAACP, Chaplain 
and Counselor at the House of Mercy, Volun-
teer Chaplain at Jack T. Rutledge Correctional 
Institution, a member of Dr. Creflo Dollar’s 
Ministerial Association, Board Member of the 
Columbus Salvation Army, the Columbus 
NAACP, and the Urban League of Greater Co-
lumbus. 

A man of many talents, he was also a gifted 
author. During his lifetime, he authored four 
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